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An Account of the Manner in which Prizes are diftributed to the 
Students in the Academy of St. Peterfburgh, and of the Repres 
Jentation of a Ruffian Tragedy. 

[From Anecdotes of the Rufian Empire. ] 


WAS lately prefent at a diftribution of prizes to ftudents 

educated in the academy of arts and fciences. I paffed 
through two large rooms, where the boys, drefled in white uni- 
forms, were drawn up in two ranks; and went into a third, 
where the great duke, and other academicians, were feated 
round a table, on which were placed f{pecimens of hand-writing 
and drawing, executed by the fcholars. There were alfo pre- 
fent many ladies and gentlemen of the court. Count Betkoy 
began the ceremony, by addrefling a {peech to the grand duke, 
in which he recommended the feminary to his protection. To 
this his imperial highnefs replied, ‘* As the welfare of Ruffia 
thall ever be the objeé& neareit my heart, and as the proper edu- 
cation of youth is of fy much confequence in every well-ordered 
ftate, it claims, and fhall ever obtain, my moi conftant atten- 
tion.” He {poke flowly, and with propriety, yet not without 
the diffidence of an amiable boy. On fitting down, he turned 
{miling to count Panim, his governor, with the air of one afk- 
ing, Have I acquitted myfelf aright ? The count feemed to af- 
fent, and I thought a tear rofe in his eye. I was told that the 
einprefs was prefent among the ladics ; but though this might 
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be known to them, fhe did not chufe upon that occafion to be 
acknowledged as emprefs. ‘The mother wifhed to obferve her 
fon. It was the firft time he had fpoken in public, and the mo. 
ther’s heart muft have thrilled with pleafure. I almoft wept for 
joy. 
After this, the company paffed into another room, where the 
prizes were diftributed. They were firft prefented to the la- 
dies, and by them to the little boys. The fcene was amufing, 
and was enlivened at intervals by a band of muficians in an ad- 
joining recefs.—Tell me now, Would not a ftranger, on wit 
nefling fuch a fcene, on feeing one of the moft powerful fove- 
reigns on earth, and the prefumptive heir of this mighty em. 
pire, fo attentive to the welfare and improvement of the peo. 
ple, would he not feel rapture, approve, and applaud? Yet, 
when I exprefs thefe fentiments, there are perfons who fhake 
their heads ; who tell me, this academy has {fubfifled for many 
years, and what have they done? It may be mentioned with 
oftentatious pomp in a news-paper, or by Voltaire, and nothing 
elfe is intended,—Such f{peeches are mortifying ; and, notwith- 
itanding their authority, I muft fay, that even admitting the 
love of fame to be the fole motive, the means ufed are far more 
Jaudable than thofe practiied by princes who purfue the objets 
of their ambition, by adding one inhuman aét to another. 

The academy mentioned above, was founded in a former 
reign. But at a convent, a few verilts from St. Peterfburgh, 
there is an eftablifhment for the education of young women, by 
her prefent majefty. It fomewhat refembles that of St, Cyr, 
founded by M. Maintenon; and the emprefs maintains in it 
two hundred girls, from fix to eighteen years old. They are 
divided into two claffes ; the firft confitts of the children of of- 
ficers above the rank of major inclufive ; and the fecond con- 
fifts of the children of inferior officers; the firft are inftruéted 
in elegant and polite accomplifhments ; and the fecond, toge- 
ther with mufic and dancing, are taught to work in all female 
employments. All their expences, comprehending even their 
drefs, are defrayed by the emprefs. 

I was prefent, fome time ago, at an entertainment confifting 
of dances of different kinds, which they exhibited in prefence 
of the grand duke, and many of the nobility. It began with 
dances by girls of the fecond clafs, who were drefled uniformly 
in brown petticoats, blue jackets, white aprons, white caps and 
handkerchiefs, ‘They were fucceeded by thofe of the firtt divi- 
fion, who were drefled in court drefles ; excepting that the 
younger part were drefiled uniformly in white, trimmed with 
blue. But the molt ainuling exercile I have fcen them exhibit 
9 was 
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was the reprefentation of a Ruffian tragedy. It was reprefented 
not only with propriety, but with elegance ; and not only fo, 
but with great theatrical ability. ‘The flowing hair, the fpark- 
ling blue eyes, the fine figure, and graceful motions of the young 
lady who performed the principal character; her melodious 
voice, and exquifite, but well-regulated fenfibility, charmed, and 
even tranfported her audience. Near where I fat, was an old 
venerable officer: during the firft fcenes, his folicitude and anxe 
iety were very apparent ; they were foon changed into joy ; his 
emotions flowed out in tears : fhe was his grandchild. 
Yet blue eyes, fine figure, and melodious voice, have no effect 
on thofe who fhake their heads, and make remarks, ‘They chill 
the ardour of your applaufe, by afking what provifion is made 
for thefe young Jadies after they leave the convent; and whe- 
ther their education be fuited to their fortune or expectations ; 
and whether, if they fhould not foon get hufbands, they will be 
inclined, after all this mafic and dancing, and tragedizing, to 
fabmit to the rigid laws of a nunnery ?—Queftion-afking, as I 
obferved at the beginning of this letter, is no pleafant bufinefs ; 
and the above queftions feemed to me peculiarly difagreeable, 
as Iwas not juft furnifhed with fit replies, I ought to have 
mentioned, that the nuns refident in this convent, fome of whom 
were prefent at the above-mentioned entertainments, have it in 
charge to initrué& the young ladies in religious knowledge. 





Tiws. MOF .B: bid. & Te 
[Continued from page 273.] 
i 2cT F BR iM, 
Mr. HARCOURT ‘¢o the Hovourable Ma. STANLY. 


DrErPPE 


Y laft, I think, was rather haftily wound up, becaufe I 

had an engagement with thofe gentlemen who were my 
companions in the packet from England. Though we con- 
ftantly eat our meal# together, yet we occafionally give a kind 
of invitation to each other: it ferves to keep fociety alive, by 
adding to it a little variety. A difh or two extra graces our 
board, and a bottle of good Burgundian wine crowns the treat. 


On fuch occafions we make a point of meeting half an hour 
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fooner, and fitting up.as much or more longer. The evenings 
thus pafled together, are fure to bring with them additional 
pleafure, as it promotes a greater freedom: in converf{ation than 
at other times prevails. Whether this proceeds from a prefen- 
timent that we are to be happier, becaufe we meet as friends by 
ele¢tion, rather than thofe of chance; or the mind being 
awakened to a fenfe of kindnefs, by the recollection of an att 
of civility 3: that it has accepted of a friendly invitation, and 
comes prepared to be more chearful, open and convivial ; or 
whether we. are indebted to it for the bottle of Burgundy that 
on thefe occafions fmiles on the table, (for at other times we in- 
dulge not in fach luxuries,) or from the united affiftance of all 
together, I know not ; but I own | feel more fatisfaction io the 
evenings thus paffed, than on any other occafion ; the mindis 
more unbent, and the heart expands itfelf with greater frees 
dom. 

Our converfation laft night turned on the prefent difafters be- 
tween America and its mother country. ‘The old gentleman 
fhook his head, and fighed often, when his fon entered into a 
detail of many interetting matters that were new to me : heap- 
pears to {peak the fentiments of a moderate, difpaflionate man; 
and by having lived on the continent the major part of his life, 
is undoubtedly well informed. As far as party influenced his 
wifhes, he feems to favour the interefts of Great Britain, by to- 
tally difapproving the ftrides the Americans are making to in- 
dependence: ** but (fays*he) they are driven to it, and will ia 
time effect it ; though I doubt whether it will prove a fortunate 
event to them in the end: internal jealoufies, foitered by the am- 
bition of power, will fow fuch difcord amongit them, as will be 
the means of eternal broils : they are firmly united now ; but 
the chain will be broke, when once they are free.”"—He tells 
me he has had feveral conferences with lord N ; and tho’ 
he will liiten to every one’s tale, yet, from the meafures fill 
purfued, he fees a determined refolution in the minitters of this 
country not to be convinced, ’till it is too late to acknowledge 
their error”: 

Politics in France are but little talked of ; but I can clearly 
difcover the American intereft gains ground in this country : 
but that is not to be wondered at ; for whatever is diftrefing 
to us, muft of courie be pleafing to them. 

If I had not promifed to give you a minute detail of every 
circumitance, however trifling, that occurred to me, I don’t 

know 
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know how I fhould find matter enough to fill up my paper, or 
my time ; but from that fource I can fuck.up materials fufli- 
cient to tire both myfelf and you. I have dnly juft to recollect 
where I went yefterday, or to-day, and not to ftumble on the 
fame fubject twice, and I can go on well enough. 

Yefterday I know I trode a little hard on the toes of a friar : 
I'll endeavour to fteer clear of him now.—The French and the 
Englith, though feparated by a very narrow fea, certainly differ 
widely from each other in their perfons, drefs, and manners. [ 
think there is a national ftamp in their countenance, that fufh- 
ciently characterizes them ; if not, their drefs and addrefs, in 
conjunction with the other, will not miflead you ; and in their 
manner or maxims you cannot but obferve a ftriking fingularity : 
I fee it in almoft every thing. If you look bat at the people who 
fupply you with fith, vegetables, or other neceflaries, they carry 
them, not on their heads in bafkets, as with us, but in long baf- 
kets, ftrapped to the ‘houlders, reaching from their heads almoft 
to their heels. 

I have feveral times pafled by a blackfmith’s fhop, when they 
were fhoeing ahorfe : two men are neceflary for this operation ; 
the one holds the hoof, whilft the other fixes the fhoe on: this is 
their invariable mode,—I could mention twenty other trifling 
inftances of this kind which ftrike the eye, though they are too 
infignificant to be regiftered in the litt of my memorandums. 

If cleanlinefs was the charaéteriltic of the people of this 
country, the fcavenger would have lefsemployment ; for it’s fel- 
dom you can walk out, but you feea man witha couple of pan- 
niers on a horfe, and a pitch-iork in his hand, collecting every 
little heap of dirt he difcovers in the ftreets. Though this may 
be rather a mark of cleanlinefs, yet the neceflity of a conftant 
attention to it, is a proof of a contrary conduct: the fact is, there 
are but few houfes any ways accommodated with a certain con- 
venience, and none conveniently fituated ; fo that rather than 
afcend the attic ftory, where it is to be found, if foand at all, 
people without much ceremony jeek the fhore, or moft uanfre- 
quented paths or ‘treets, which often iubjects one to {pectacles 
difguiting to the fight, and fo totally void of all decency, that 
you capnot but be fhocked at their depravity, and wonder that 
human nature, or at leaft that part of it which ought to pride 
itfelf on a modeit deportment, could be fo loft to all thame, ag 
to appear unconcerned if difcovered in a fituation which is al- 
moit as difgufting to relate as to behold. 

** Pair decency ! Celeftial maid !”?—— 
But I have not time to apoftrophize. 
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«« What a clattering noife is that?” faid my companion to 
me, as we were turning a corner leading to the river: '** J 
know not, truly,” fays 1; ** but if all the tucking-mills in this 
province were concentred on this fpot, they could not produce a 
more difcordant found ; however, we’ll approach it, and fatisfy 
our curiofity.” Flap flap, clack clack, ftunned our ears. Having 
approached the river, we could beth fee and hear the caufe : the 
din was great; and whether that of the women’s tongues, or 
the flappers in their hands, produced the greateft noife, [ know 
not; but furely never did I behold or Jiften to fuch a noify groe 
tefque aflembly before. It was towards the clofe of the eve- 
ning, and juft after the retreat of a fpring tide : the fhore be- 
ing deferted by the falt water, left a free and fair channel for 
the river to empty itfelf into the fea. All the old women, and 
the young, for ought I know, had brought their linen to wath in 
the limpid ftream ; the fhore was lined with them : their me- 
thod was, placing it on large ftones, fixed by the fide of the wa- 
ter, and beating it with a piece of wood, formed like a battle. 
dore.—What clamour ! what jargon! Billingfgate is nothing 
to it, and falls infinitely fhort in rhetoric and elegance of lan- 

vuare. 

If this is French wafhing, thought I, the inventor of it was 
never ambitious of wearing clean linen: ‘* Nor fine, (fays the 
old gentleman,) for it would not bear fuch rough treatment ; 
and this in fome meafure recorciles what before appeared very 
fingular to me, that I have not feen a man with any thing like a 
good fhirt on fince I have been in the country.” His remark 
was perfectly right ; for I have obferved on a Sunday, when 
cuftom every where encourages the difplay of fuch fopperies as 
people poffefs, that the wrifts of the fmarts were decorated with 
fine laced raffles, whilft the bofoms of their fhirts exhibited 
fuch coarfe linen as the meaneit of our peafantry would be 
afhamed to put on. 

Sauntering about the town, (the fun fhining with a brilliancy 
that feemed to enliven all who could be fenfible of it, the win- 
dows of the houfes were thrown open, and every thing feemed 
to acknowledge it the approach of fummer,) we heard the 
voices of jollity and merriment, which drew us oppofite the 
fpot from whence it iffued : it was no other than a garret full 
of taylors, whofe hilarity befpoke them free from care. ‘* Sing 
on, my lads, (fays1) for ye are certainly merry fellows, and give 
you bur falt to your pottage, ye are happy ones.” I had no par- 
ticular meaning attached to my words, when I faid this; the 
idea rufhed into my mind, found a {peedy difmiffion, and was 
hastily, committed to the winds, to be feized on by any one elfe 
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that had a ufe for it. My old friend was determined it fhould 
not go far. ‘© Give them falt to their pottage, (fays he,) there 
is more danger in that than you are aware of, Sir ; and [ don’s 
know whether your life would not pay the forfeit of your gene- 
rofity, if you was to attempt it; that is, proviced you had any 
to give ; for it’s an article they are more watchful to prevent the 
{muggling of into the kingdom, than than that of tobacco, the 
duties arifing from it being the moft efficient of any in the kings 
dom. Though I was never in France before, (continued the 
old gentleman,) yet I am not unacquainted with many things 
relative to its revenues and commerce. The duty on falt 1s 
very heavy : I cannot fay exactly how much; but I find, from 
Mrs. La Reux, they give twelve fous, or fix-pence per pound 
fterling, for it; therefore you might judge what an enormous 
tax muft be levied on it, to enhance its value to that price; for 
you fee it’s only common {falt, unimproved by art, and, to us 
who have been ufed to better, difguftingly black and dirty.”—» 
“« True, my good friend, (fays I,) ’tis molt wretched ftuff in- 
deed.” ‘* Why, Sir, fays he, (for I’ve been well informed in 
this matter before, and have had it confirmed to me fince I have 
been here,) every family in the kingdom is obliged, whether 
they want it or not, to buy from the king’s ftores, every year, 
two bufhels and half, in proportion to every ten perfens ; and 
if, at the year’s end, it is not confumed, they dare not make a 
property of it, by fellng it again ; for none but the officers of 
the crown, appointed for that purpofe, can vend, or be the difs 
tributors of this article.” 

Whilit we were talking on this fubject, we walked towards 
the quay ; apropos, they were then saloading a fhip, freighted 
with this commodity, and fending it to the king’s warehoufe ; 
it was the common bay falt, for they ufe no other : there were at 
leaft five or fix different officers that attended the meafuring and 
landing of it, as a check on each other, 

We were fpectators of this bufinefs fome time: it was not 
merely the uncleanly, dirty afpect of the falt, that engaged our 
notice, though that we could not but look at with difguit ; but 
it was, that the labour of carrying this falt from the veiffel to 
the magazine, or ftore-houfe, was performed wholly by women, 
and whofe burthens were none of the lighteft: 1 looked at them 
with aftonifhment. 

Is it poflible, thought I, that in a nation where gallantry is 
fo much prattifed, a cuftom fo derogatory to human nature, and 
a feeling for the fex, could have gained footing ! I could not re. 
concile 1: by any means: it appeared to me incompatible to the 
ideas of enlightened minds, or a civilized le, °Ti 
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verting the order of nature, in making the tender female frame 
bear the burthenfome toil which the robuft and manly form was 
wifely created to fupport. Guefs how my mind mutt have been 
hurt, and my feelings rouzed, when, on turning about, I beheld 
two women yoked to a dray, dragging after them a heavy load 
of four cafks of wine; to which they exerted their utmof 
ftrength, whilft two men aflifted in forcing round the wheeis 
with their heads and fhoulders, whofe labour appeared the leaft 
laborious of the two. ‘* Good God ! (cried I) for what crime 
are thefe poor wretches thus yoked, like beafts, to fuch fevere 
labour ?”” A man, who ftood near me, {miled at my error, and 
told me ’twas not compulfion, but a voluntary act. ** I fee, 
Sir, (fays he,) what ftrikes you with furprize ; but it’s the cuf- 
tom of this place and country for the women to do all the labo- 
rious work, which in tngland is performed by thofe you call 
porters.” I thanked him for his information, but could make 
him no other reply.—Indeed I had feen them before digging in 
gardens, and affilting in the 1g, eed the grounds, which ap- 

ared to me fomewhat fingular ; but when I faw them funk to 
the level of brutes, or the appearance of flavery, I own my feel- 
ings were rouzed, and I could not but turn my eyes to the 
country I had recently left with fome degree of pleafure ; be- 
caufe no fuch offence, no fuch difgrace, had ever been, or could, 
I believe, be found init, to diflurb the mind, or offend the 
fight.—Oh, my countrywomen ! ye ought all to know the bru- 
tal hardfhips, the degrading fituations, to which your {ex are 
expofed in other countries, that ye might value the more the 
treatment ye meet with in your own. 

Having an opportunity of ‘fending this off immediately, 7 
have only to add, that my bet withes ever attend you.—Adieu. 


[To Le continued.} 
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OLfervations on the Paffage to India, throug? 
the great Defart ; with Remarks on the adjacent Countries. 


By James Capper, E/j; Colonel in the Service of the Honow- 


Egypt, anxd acro/t 


rable Eaht-India Company. 
[Continued from page 277.] 
*T SHE voyage from Tor to Suez may eafily be performed in 


one day with a fair wind, but at any rate in five. The 
colonel 
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colonel then gives direStions for the conduct of the travellers 
at Suez and Cairo, with the governor of Suez, the theick Belled 
and Turkith bafhaw at Cairo. 

«* After your arrival at Cairo, I would advife you, as well 
for health as pleafure, almoft immediately to repair to the hum- 
mam, or bagnio. The Turkith manner of bathing is infinitely 
fuperior to any thing of the kind that is now known, or at !eatt 
praétifed in any part of Europe ; for even moft of the inhabi- 
tants of Italy, once fo famous for the magnificence of their 
baths, have long neglected this luxurious, but falutary cultom,. 
As fome of your friends may never have feen a Turkifh bagnio, 
I fhall attempt a defcription of that I ufed, which was one of 
the common fort, fuch as are to be met with in every city in the 
Levant. 

‘© The firt room is the undrefline chamber, which is lofty 
and fpacious, about twenty-five feet long, and eighteen wide. 
Near the wall is a kind of bench, raifed about two feet from 
the floor, and about feven or eight feet wide ; fo that, after 
bathing, a perfon may lie down upon it at full length. The 
windows are near the top of the rooms, as well that the wind 
may not blow down upon the bathers when undreffed, as for de- 
eency’s fake. After andreffing, a fervant gives youa napkin to 
wrap round you, and alfoa pair of flippers; and thus equipped, 
you are conducted through a narrow paflage to the fteam-room, 
or bath, which is a large round building, of about twenty-five 
feet diameter, paved with marble ; and in the centre of tt isa 
circular bench, where you are feated until you find yourfelf in 2 
profufe perfpiration: then your guide, or attendant, begins 
rubbing you with his hand, covered with a piece of coarfe ftuff 
called keflay, and thereby peels off from the fkin a kind of 
fourf, which cannot be moved by wafhing only. When he has 
rubbed you a few minutes, he conduéts you to a fmall room, 
where there is a hot bath, about four feet deep, and ten feet 
fquare, in which he will offer to wath you, having his hand co- 
vered with a fmoother ftuff than before ; or you may have fome 
perfumed foap given you to wath yourfelf. After you have re- 
mained here as long as is agreeable, you are conducted to ano- 
ther little fice room, where you find two cocks of water, the one 
hot, the other cold ; which you may throw over you with a ba« 
fon, the water being tempered to any degree of warmth, or per 
fectly cold, if you chufe it. This being the lait ablution, you 
are then covered with a napkin, and from hence again con- 
ducted to the undrefling-room, and placed upon the before- 
mentioned bench, with a carpet under you; and being extended 
upon it at full length, your attendant again offers to rub you 
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dry with napkins. Some people have their nails cut, and alfo 
are fhampoed, ‘The Turks generally {moak after, bathing and 
the operation of fhampoing, and in about an hour, a few mi- 
nutes more or lefs, they commonly drefs and go home. 

** Shampoing is varioufly performed in different countries. The 
moft ufual manner is fimply preffing the hands and fingers upon 
the body and limbs, particularly near the extremities, fo as to 
comprefs, but not to pinch them. ‘This is the general manner 
practifed by the fervants of the Afiatics ; but the barbers, and 
the guides at the baths, make alfo the joints, and even the ver. 
tebra of the back, crack by a fudcen jerk ; which, to people 
unaccuftomed to it in their youth, is rather a painful fenfation, 
‘The Chinefe and Malay barbers particularly excel in this art ; 
which, however, is very well known, and generally praGifed all 
over Afia, being by them thought a neceffary fubfititute for ex- 
ercife during the hot weather. 

“« Tt is to be wifhed that fome able phyfician would take the 
trouble of informing us what would be the probable effects of 
the ufe of the Turkith baths in England. If we were to judge 
by a comparifon between the endemical diforders of Afia and 
Europe, we thould fuppofe that the moderate ufe of the bath 
might render the gout and rheumatifm as uncommen in this 
part of the world, as they are in the other. 

“* Very few Afiatics are afflicted with thefe complaints, al- 
though they eat their meat very highly feafoned with {pices, 
and ftewed in clarified butter ; feidom take any exercife, and 
even many of them fecretly indulge in. other excefles, which 
with us are fuppofed to caufe the gout. Why then may we not 
allow fome degree of efficacy in warm baths, and fhampoing, in 
throwing off thofe humours, which, not being removed, occa- 
fion the gout and other chronical diforders amongft us ? But my 
knowledge of thefe matters being very fuperficial, I only humbly 
juggctt thefe ideas tothe faculty for their confideration and opie 
wion : thus much, however, I can pretend to fay from my own 
experience, that the warm bath is very refrefhing, after under- 
going violent fatigue. In coming from Suez to Cairo, a jour- 
ney of feventy miles, I was expoied to very bad weather for two 
days and two nights, with no tent or cavering but acloak. On 
my arrival at my journey’s end, very much harrafled with fa- 
tivue, and benumbed with cold, I went into a warm bath; in 
which having remained about half an hour, I was perfectly re- 
covered, and never in my life was in better {pirits, or more able 
to have purfued my journey. 

** "The day of your arrival at Cairo, you mult determine 
whether or nog you will visit the fheick Belled, and the bafhaw ; 
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which will, 1 fuppofe, depend in a great meafure on their own 
behaviour, or rather, perhaps, upon the character in which you 
chufe to appear. If you travel incognita, there will be no oc- 
cafion for you to go near them ; but in that cafe you muft fub- 
mit to the mortification of riding about on a jack afs, as all 
Chriftians do, excepting thofe who have exprefs permiflion to 
vfe a horfe: but as lord A. Percy, and alfo lord Charlemont be- 
fore him, were both allowed horfes, your agent, no doubt, will 
be able to procure you the fame indulgence ; but then, as I 
have already obferved, prefents of fome value will be neceflary 
both to fheick Belled, and the bafhaw. We were informed it 
was not neceflary to vific the bafhaw, whofe authority in the 
country, they told us, was merely nominal : but this, to our 
coft, I have already faid we found to be a miftake ; for had we 
paid a proper attention to him, or, in other words, had we 
waited upon him, and given him a wifling prefent, the affair of 
opening the packets would have been paffed over in filence, To 
guard you agaioit the fame inconveniencies that we experienced 
through ignorance of the nature of the Egyptian government, 
] hall attempt to give you a general idea of it. 

« Egypt is divided into twenty-four provinces, each of which 
are governed by a fangiack, or bey. ‘The major part of thefe 
twenty-four beys refide at Cairo, where always once a week, 
or fometimes oftener, they fit in council, called by them thedi- 
wan. The fheick Belled is the prefident of the council, and 
executive member of the government: his office is fomewhat 
fimilar to that of the doge of Venice, with rather more autho- 
rity ; but that indeed depends upon a variety of circamitances, 
fuch as whether he is a man of great abilities and firmnefs him- 
felf ; whether he is fupported by a large party amongft his col- 
Jeagues ; and whether or not he is on good terms with the ba- 
fhaw. When I was at Cairo, the fheick Belled was rather 
a weak man, and owed his fafety to the matual jealoufy of 
two rival beys, nearly of equal power, who both afpired to his 
place. The bafhaw is fent from the Porte as viceroy on the 
part of the grand fignior: if he can contrive to fow fedition 
amongit the beys, and fecretly attach himfelf to the ftrongelt 
party, whilft he feems to obferve a ftri&t neutrality, he fometimes 
acquires more influence than the fbeick Belled himfelf ; but 
then he malt act with great care and circum{pection, for fhould 
his intrigues be difcovered, and the adverfe patty to his prevail, 
he certainly will be obliged to quit the country. 

*¢ The manner of his difmiflion is charatteriftic of the gloomy 
and arbitrasy proceedings of this oriental republic. ‘The beys 
Jiaving come to a refylusion of fending him away, difpatched a 
2P2 carracoulouck 
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carracoulouck from the divan or council to his houfe, who ap- 
proaches the piace where the bafhaw is feated, and having 
filently turned up the corner of the carpet, abraptly goes away ; 
he is, however, obliged to carry an order with him, which he 
pets into his bofom, leaving out a corner of it, fo as to be plainly 
perceived. The name carracoulouck fignifies a black meffen- 
ger, for he is dreffed in black, with a fort of bonnet on his head, 
of the fame colour. 

«¢ The bafhaw never pretends tc oppofe this mandate, or rae 
ther hint, from the divan, knowing that refiftance would very 
probably coft him his life. He therefore, as foon as poflble, re. 
tires quietly to Boulako, fituated about two miles and a half to 
the weiltward of Cairo; or when he fufpedcts a violent degree of 
refentment againft him, he proceeds to Rofetto, and from thence 
by the firft conveyance to Cyprus, where he remains until he 
hears from Conilantinople. 

‘* The divan, or council of the beys, to keep up appear. 
ances with the Porte, difpatch a fpecial meflenger to Conftanti- 
nople, complaining of the mifconduct of the bafhaw ; but the 
grand fignior, confcious of his inability to fupport his officer, 
takes no other notice of his difmiffion than in fending another 
bafhaw to Cairo, and often impofing a fine on the one who has 
been difgraced. 

** Such, Sir, is the general outline of this government ; and 
as it is impoflible for you, during your fhort flay in Egypt, to 
difcover the fecret intrigues of the ftate, fo as to judge which 
party predominates, you perhaps will think it molt prudent to be 
equally attentive to both. On a future occafion, when poffeffed 
of ful information, and more leifare, I fhall probably trouble 
you with fome further obfervations on this extraordinary govern- 
ment; but I thall conclude the prefent account with a curious 
trait of their policy, which has no precedent, that I know of, 
in any other country whatever. 

«* The children of the beys cannot inherit either the rank or 
the property of their fathers, nor even be appointed to any of- 
fice which it is deemed proper for a bey to hold. It is true, the 
divan, after the death of a bey, appropriates a part of his pro- 
perty to the maintenance of his family, but the remainder goes 
to his cafheef, or lieutenant, who generally fucceeds both to his 
office and eftate. Theie cafheefs are Georgian, or Circaffian 
flaves, whom the bey has bought and adopted when young, and 
of courfe educated with great care and tendernefs, with a view 
ot leaving them grateful guardians of their orphan children. 
This law was doubtlefs juggefted to them by their diflike to 
monarchy and predilection tur a republic ; but furely it fird 
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took place under the adminiftration of fome childlefs perfon, or 
the voice of nature would have fupprefled the dictates of po- 
licy. 

“* The city of Cairo, and its environs, as you well know, are 
full of curiofities ; but nothing attracted my attention fo much 
as the infinite variety of people in the public itreeis, and yet | 
could difcover nothing like an original national character among 
them. The prefent Egyptians are an heterogencous mixture of 
all nations, and having unfortunately retained only the worft fea- 
tures both of the minds and perfons of their anceltors, in my 
opinion they are now become the moit difagreeable and con- 
temptible nation on earth, bearing no more refemblance to the 
former Egyptians, than the prefent ruins doto their once magni- 
ficent buildings.” 

The colonel went from Cairo to Rofetto in an eighteen oared 
boat in thirty hours, From Rofetto to Alexandria is thirty- 
three miles ; and it is better to go by land, on account of tie 
furf at the mouth of the river. 

Here the colonel enters into a difquifition, to fhew that the 
arts and fciences were firft known in India, and from thence 
brought up the Red Sea. 

On leaving Alexandria, a Ragufan veflel is recommended in 
preference to all others, wext the French veffels, there being but 
few Englith, and thofe generally {mall, and in bad condition. 


[To be continued.] 





ANECDOTE of she EMPEROR of GERMANY. 


URING the emperor’s late voyage in Igaly, one of the 
wheels of his coach broke down on the road. With 

much difficulty he reached a poor village. On his arrival there, 
his majefty got out at the door of a blackfmith, and defired him 
to repair the damaged wheel without delay, ‘* That I would 
very willingly, (replied the blackimith,) but it being holiday, 
all my men are at church : my very apprentice, who blows the 
bellows, is not at home.” ** An excellent method then preferts 
of warming one’s-{elf,”” replied the emperor, itill preferving the 
Incognito ; and the great Jofeph fet about blowing the bel- 
lows, while the blackimith forged the iron. ‘The wheel beinz 
repaired, fix fols were demanded for the job ; but the emperor, 
inftead of them, put into his hands fix ducats. The black-. 
mith, on feeing them, returned them to the traveller, faying, 
Sir, you have undoubtedly made a miltake, owing to the 
darknels ; 
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darknefs ; inftead of fix fols, you have given me fix pieces of 
gold, which no-body in this village can change.” ‘* Change 
them where you can, (replied the emperor,) the overplus is for 
the pleafure of blowing the bellows.”—His majeity then conti- 
nued his voyage without waiting for an aniwer. 





A bricf Relation of a new and unfortunate Voyage to the 
South-Seas, undertaken by Monf. Marion. 


FULL account of this voyage has juf appeared at Paris, 
from which the following particulars are felected : 


M. Marion du Frefac, animated with an ardent curiofity, 
fimilar to that of captain Cook, (whom he refembled alfo in 
his tragical end,) for making new difcoveries in unknown feas, 
offered government to carry back to Taiti the young Indian, 
whom M. Bougainville had conducted from thence to Paris. 
He only demanded the addition of a king’s floop to the veflel 
of which he was himfelf the proprietor ; and with thefe two 
fhips he fet out for the ifle of France, where he was to take the 
Indian on board. 

Soon after the young Taitian died, which difconcerted the 
projects of M. Marion, with refpeét to the South-Sea. He fet 
fail, however, from Madagafcar to the Cape of Good Hope; 
and after laying in provifions there for eight months, he pro- 
ceeded for Van Diemen’s Land, and arrived at it, after having 
difcovered in his paflage feveral iflands. The view of this 
land, and of New Holland, appeared inviting, as a multitude 
of circumftances feemed to announce an inhabited country. 

Our adventurers land: the natives come down to the coal, 
and difcover no marks of oppofition or hoftility : they gather 
dry wood, and form it into a fort of pile: they prefent to the 
ftrangers fome branches of the wood, and invite them, by figns, 
to fet fire to the pile, which the latter did in effect, without 
knowing the meaning of this ceremony: while the pile was in 
flames, the favages feemed neither offended, nor pleafed, nor 
furprized. With their wives and children (all black, naked, 
and cotton-haired) they beheld their new guefts with an appa- 
rent indifference. But when prefents of looking-glaffes, hand- 
kerchiefs, irou, linen, aad poultry, were offered to them, they 
were rejected with difdain, and marks of reientment ; and this 
rejection was fallowed by a declaration of war, for they retired 
to a rifling ground, from which they fent a violent difcharge of 
ones againit the Europeans, wounding captaia Marion, and 
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one of his officers, who took to their boats, and made a new 
landing on another part of thecoaft. Here they faw a fandy 
country, covered with heath and {mall trees, of which the na- 
tives burn the bark to drefs the fhell-fith, which feemed to be 
their principal nourifhment. They obferved, in their excurfion, 
the tyger-cat, crows, black-birds, turtle-doves, and a parroquet, 
whofe plumage refembled that of a parroquet in South America. 

From New Holland, M. Marion fet fail for New Zealand, 
of which Tafman had perceived a point in the year 1642, and 
where M. de Surville (an extraét from whofe voyage is fubjoined 
to this work) had anchored in a bay, which he called Laurifton, 
at the fame time that captain Cook difcovered the two points of 
the fame bay, without knowing, as it feems, that the French 
lay there at anchor. 

It was here that M. Marion met his fate. Having erected 
tents in the ifland of Motuaro, and converfed with the natives 
by means of a vocabulary of Otaheite, whofe language is the 
fame with that of the New Zealanders, as # well known, he 
found, at firit, their behaviour promifing. They came in crouds, 
with their chiefs, on board the fhips, and without arms, Thirty 
days were paffed in feeming friendthip, and the exchange of good 
offices ; and their manners and way of living are here defcribed 
at length: but to thofe who have read the voyage of Sir Jofeph 
Banks and captain Cook, publifhed by Hawkefworth, few of 
thefe relations will appear new. 

In the midit of this apparent good intelligence, a bloody pro- 
ject was formed of putting to death M. Marion and his attens 
dants ; who ought not to have trufted, with fo much fimplicity, 
to the good faith of thefe favages; more efpecially if they 
knew, that, two years before, they had been treated with the 
greateft and the moft abfurd feverity by Monf. de Surville, who, 
to punifh them for carrying off his canoe, had fet fire to their 
hats, and fpread terror and defolation through their villages. 

Monf. Marion, Vaudricourt, and fourteen more of the thip’s 
crew, went on fhore for the third time, accompanied by feveral 
favages, on a fifhing party, and were conducted by T'acoury, one 
of the Indian chiefs, to whom Marioa had fhewn particular 
marks of civility and kindnefs. In the evening he was expected 
in his fhip, but did not appear. ‘Che next morning a boat was 
fent out, to take in water and wood ; and, about nine o’clock, a 
man was perceived {wimming towards the fhip . he was the only 
one who efcaped the maflacre of his comrades, whom he had 
teen murdered, with their unfortunate commander, and their 
bodies cut into pieces and divided among the favages. 
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Meffieurs de Clefmeur and Crozet, on receiving this fatal 
news, took all the precautions that were neceflary to fave the 
detachments that were’ pofted on the fhore, and marched at the 
head of them through a croud of favages, whofe looks ex- 
prefled hoftility aud refentmgnt. In their paflage through a 
village, they found a past of the cloaths of their flaughtered 
companions, and a human thigh which had been half devoured, 

After difcovering fome other iflands in the South-Sea, our 
furviving travellers returned to Guam, the Jargeft of the Mas 
rianne iflands, where M. Tobias, the Spanifh governor, had 
been active in the introduction of agriculture, and other Euro- 

an arts. 

M. Crozet, in this voyage, gives a circumftantial and accurate 
defcription of this ifland, and particularly of that beautiful and 
ufeful tree, cailed the Rima, whofe fruit has exactly, the tafte of 
our bread, though fuperior to it in a certain delicious frefhnels, 
and is fufficient for the nourifhment of the inhabitants. This 
tree was tranfplanted into the ifle of France by M. Poivre, who 
has alfo traniplanted feveral trees and fthrubs from the {pice 
iflands of the Dutch. 





ANECDOTE of Sir CHARLES WAGER, 


IR Charles Wager, as is common with perfons who have 

great perfonal courage, and but Jitrle learning, had a fove- 
reign contempt for phyficians; though a furgeon, he believed, 
in fome cafes, might be ot good fervice. It happened that Sir 
Charles was feized with a fever, whilit he was out upon a cruize. 
The furgeon, without much difficulty, prevailed upon him to 
lofe a little blood, and to fuffer a bliiter to be laid upon his 
back. Some little time after, it was thought neceffary to lay 
on another blifter, and repeat the bleeding, to which Sir Charles 
alfoconfented. ‘The fymptoms then abating, tke furgeon told 
him he muft fallow a few bolufes, and take a draught. ** No, 
doctor, (replied Sir Charles,) you may batter my hulk as long as 
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tiently, we approve and admire ; and yet fo feifith we are, as to 
think ourfelves privileged, vpon all occafions, to burthen our 
fiends with our misfortor . 
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4 DEXTEROUS ARTIFICE to cade a DUEL. 


Young gentleman, who had learned the art of fencing from 
A a matter of that fcience, who was rather advanced in years, 
happening to have a quarrel with bis former initructor, thought 
himfelf equal to a conteft with him at his own weapons, and 
actually challenged him, The fencing-mafter accepted the chal- 
lengé, but with this fpecial condition annexed, that they were 
to bring no feconds ; which being agreed to, they met. When 
the young combatant had drawn his fword, and was beginning 
to path at his antagoniit, the other flarting back exclaimed, 
« Why you have broke your word with me—you agreed to 
bring nobody with you!” The other declared. he had not 
brought any body, and at the fame time turned his head back 
to feeif there was any one behind him. The veteran took ad- 
vantage of this unguarded moment, clofed upon his antigonitt, 
feized his {word, and clafping the point of his own to his breait, 
called upon him to beg his life. The challenger remonttrated 
upon being thus taken by furprize. ‘* Ah! (replied the other) 
that was a leffonI never taugit you before ;” and fo the affair 
ended. 





ANECDOTES of the celebrated MARQUIS DE BOUILLE, 


HEN the Laurel and Andromeda frigates were wrecked 

in the laft violent hurricane in the Welt Indies, at the 

back of Martinico, about 30 or 40 men were thrown on {hore 
alive. The marquis gave immediate orders to have the greateft 
care taken of them; and after getting them cured of their 
bruifes and ficknefs, and cloathing them from head to foot, he 
fent them in a flag of truce to the commanding officer at 
St. Lucia, with a letter, ftating, that thofe men having experi- 
enced the horrors of fhipwreck, he would not add thofe of war, 
and therefore fent them free, and at liberty to ferve their country, 





A poor man having freighted a fmall veffel with fome goods 
at St. Lucia, and meaning to difpofe of them at St. Kitt’s, hired 
a few failors to navigate her, During the voyage they formed 
a plot and ran away with their veffel into Martinico. where they 
reported their exploit, and expeéted to have veflel and cargo 
given to them ; but the marquis not permitting fuch a robbery 
to be committed even tq a foe, ordered thent to be detained as 
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prifoners of war, fent the veffel and owner with a flag of trace 
to lord Hood, then cruifing off the ifland, likewife giving it per. 
miffion to go unmolefted to its deftination. 





PARLIAMENTARY ANECDOTE or FOOTE, 


OT long before his death, Foote dined in the Court of 
Requefts, with feveral members of parliament, for whom 
he entertained the utmoft contempt, well knowing they had been 
doing their own, and not the nation’s bufinefs, ‘* Well, gen- 
tlemen (fays he), you have been acting like yourfelves, and you 
think you are fafe in fo doing: but let me tell you, though Guy 
faux was hanged above one hundred and fifty years ago, for at- 
tempting to 1 up the parliament-houfe with gunpowder, it 
would be happy for this nation if once every century we hada 
fuccefsful Guy Faux.” 





Anfwer, by Taffo, of Briftol, to F. Quant’s Queftion, in- 
ferted November \7- 


T is thewn in Simpfon’s Algebra, p. 229, 2d edition, 
that the number of combinations in any number n of 








n n—t n—2 n—3 
things is truiy exprefled by —— x x i 
I 2 3 4 


&c. continued to as many factors as there are things in 
each combination. 

From this expreffion we have the following rule to re 
folve the queftion propofed: Place the given quantity, 
viz. 100, by itfelf, and decreafe it by unity to ten places; 
which numbers multiply together for a dividend. Where- 
fore 100 X99 x98 X97 XQOXO5 XQ4XOZRXQ92XOI= 
62815650955529472000. Then place an unit, and in- 
creafe it by unity tothe fame number of places, which 
multiply continually for a divifor; that is 1x2%x3X4X 
5x6xX7xX8xXgxX10=36288c0. The former ‘um divi- 
ded by this latter, quotes 1731030@456440 farthings = 
48031572350l. gs. ad. the true aniwer. 
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*4* We have received the like anfwer from Philoga- 
thus, of Briftol; Arion, of Bath ; and J. Hannaford and 
J. Higgins, of Afhburton. 


[Mr. J. Adams fays that Mr. Quant’s queftion was co# 
pied from the Ladies Diary for 1712.) 





Anfwer, by F.8, of Shepton-Mallet, to Arion’s Enigma, inferted 
February 2. 


ITH Goadby’s bards an 4 is always feen ; 
In earl’s and beggars it has ever been ; 
It’s likewife found both with the {mall and great, 
And on the monarch waits in regal ftate. 


ttt We have received the like anfwer from Taffo, of Brif- 
tol; Sobrius, of Chedzoy; J. Drew, and a girl, of Tywar- 
dreth; G. Bulgen, of Caftle-Cary; T. Locock, of Martock ; 
J. Hannaford, of Afhburton ; and R. Cuming, of Modbury. 





A QUESTION, by F. Whitcombe, of Plymouth. 
REQUIRED the values of x and y in the following 


equations, viz. 


x3 
— + xy*=m 
x” 
———xy=n 


y 





SIX FAMOUS PAINTERS enigmatically expreffid, by S.M. 0. 
of Shaftefbury. 


1. WO-EIGHTHS of the name of him who efcaped from 
the flames of Troy on the fhoulders of Zneas, half of 
a bequeft reverfed, and a vowel. 
2Q2 z. Past 
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2. Part of an army, and a fowl, changing a letter, 

3. Three-fourths of a precious ftone, and the fon of Seth, 
expanging a letter. r 

4. Three-fifths of the brother of Romulus, half of to boat, 
the name of oneof Jacob’s fons tranfpofed, and a confonant. 

5° Two-fifths of the plate’s name where Samuel was buried, 
the fame of a woman’s name, and a potent liquor tranfpofed. © 

6. Three-fifths of a name given to a card, expunging a let. 
ter, half of rage reverfed, a confonant, and half of to culti- 


yate. 





4un ANAGRAM, éy F. Dunterton, junior, of Sheptoa-Mallet. 


Partner if you right tranfpofe, 
A ttaff of life it will difclofe ; 
Again tranfpos’d, it will produce 
What many farmers often ufe ; 
Once more if you tranfpofe it right, 
What lambs are it will bring to fight. 





4 REBUS, 4y T. Roberts, of Bodmin. 


“TAKE half of the claffical fwain 
Who fung the fond fhepherd’s delight, 

"Two-fixths of an idol explain, 

And a third of the organ of fight. 
Thefe rightly explor’d will impart 

The loadftone of heavenly blifs, 
Th’ immaculate fount, where the heart 

Fits the foul for her bright Paradife. 





4x ENIGMA, by Sobrius, of Chedzoy. 


E RE twelve lunations, thirty times repeated, 
*, Are with the male or female fex compleated, 
Behold ! with no great pleafure do I come, 

1 vex, I terrify the minds of fome, 

E{pecially. the amorous female race, 


Who think that I’m the caule of great difgrace; ‘ 
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Of this denomination there’s a plenty, 
Though they don’t care to own it one in twenty, 
I’m held by fome with great unwillingnefs, 
And fuch would hift me off, nor fear diftrefs, 
When more than feventcen hundred weeks are paft, 
And I, in perfeverance do ftand faft, 
What grief I bring upon the trembling mind 
Of thofe who with my antipode to find! 
In Britain’s ifle there’s now and then a dame 
Who likes me well, and boldly calls me fame, 
A new-built church is fomething very rare, 
Therefore with that this dame you may compare, 
A fudden final exit of a friend 
To my accomplifhment doth oft attend ; 
Indifference, folly, and fome years ill-{pent, 
Come frequently to my eftablifhment. 
Where love is wanting in a human breaft, 
There certainly I find a place of reft. 
A prefent dread of future poverty 
Is probably fometimes the caufe of me. 
When pride, accompanied with indolence, 
Takes up with poverty her refidence, 
Uninterrupted by a loving friend, 
There, long as breath remains, I oft attend 5 
And after death, the fneering multitude 
Make their remarks, fupevlatively rude. 
Were I to dwell with all, in ftrictet tenfe, 
Alas! ’twould be a fhocking confequence ; 
But fuch a direful cafe will ne’er proceed, 
As in the holy gofpel ’tis decreed. 
Come, criticiling wits, excufe this plan ; 
Publifh around my title if you can. 


ee ee ee 
The editors are Sorry that the author of ** The melancholy Effects 


of mifplaced Affections,” foould have bad the trouble of sending @ 
copy of it, as they think it avery hafty and inaccurate production. 
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NIGHT tn MINIATURE, 


T length the filver moon is up, 
And leads the ftarry pow’r ; 
Now night hasclos’d each blooring cup 
Of ev’ry drooping flow’r. 


And now the bee has hufh’d that tone 
Which late I heard fo high, 

And other tribes of harfher moan 
His founds but ill fupply. 


That bee I faw, with wings fo flight, 
Difport in noon-tide breeze ; 

The bee that trod thofe flowers fo light 
Was {weeter far than thefe. 


All day, poor wretch! I faw him toil, 
To {well his little ftore ; 

And now, indeed, he refts awhile, 
For this day’s toils are o’er. 


And now I hear the cricket’s call ; 
The glow-worm’s light I fee ; 

And though her trembling light be fmall, 
Tis quite enough for me. 


The fpider now has laid a fnare 
Of cobweb hid from view ; 

And ere his mercy whifpers ‘* Spare,” 
Shall flay a fly or two. 
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Now, too, the ants have caught a worm, 
On which they mean to fup ; 

And ere the beetle founds his knell, 
Thofe ants will eat him up. 


I’ve heard the fairy king and queen 
Oft feek thefe ‘ee, arate 

Though often heard, are never feen, 
So wonderful their pow’rs ! 


On night’s foft ear their voices fteal, 
When all is hufh’d and dark ; 

And up the middle air they wheel, 
Much {wifter than the lark. 


Now deeper darknefs veils the earth, 
And lulls each drowfy fcene ; 

While not a lab’ring thought has birth, 
Whilft filence reigns as queen, 


So ftill’s the air through all the tkies, 
So peaceful all the lakes, 

That not a downy thiftle flies. 
Or watery bubble breaks. 








Jo E M M A. 


AIREST of all the fairer kind f 
To me thy tender with impart ; 

Be not to love and reafon blind, 
Nor let grofs intereft fway thy heart. 


What though our houfe be not pofiefs’d 
Of all the wretched great admire ; 
Yet {weet content will make us blefs’d, 

And that is all we fhoald defire. 


Let others ftrive for power and fway, 
Who never knew one moment’s reft ; 

We’ll live a happier life than they, 
We'll live by reafon—that is bett. 


No vice our pleafures fhall allay, 
No guilty aéts our minds affright ; 
Comfort 
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Comfort and joy thal! crowd the day, 
And reft, fweet balmy reft, the night, 


The great will wonder when they’re told, 
What joys our humble ftate can give ; 
And all will envy who behold 
In how much happinefs we live. 


While providerice, who ne’ér delays 

On virtue’s friends his gifts to thed, 
Shall blefs with plenty all our days, 

And with fweet fmiling babes our bed, 


Thus may we {pend our happy life; 
Thus may we ftill maintain our poft ; 
And know no other kind of ftrife 
But only that of pleafing moft, 


Thus when with age I’m filver’d o’er, 
And time fhall thee no longer fpare, 
When ali thofe charms fhall be no. more, 

And none but I fhall think thee fair ; 


Then may kind death fteal gently on, 
And love’s foft filken knot antie ; 
. That all, when we are dead and gone, 
May learn of us to live and die. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINERs 
Lines on feeing the Window-Screen of a certain Apartment. 


Humbly infcribed to Mifs —— and Mifs ——. 


Screen! how charming thou! what charms conceal ! 
Which, when moft charming, thou doit not reveal ! 
Aurora’s cheatful beams thou doft enlight, 
And on each rifing morn enfure delight ; 
For who, when looking on thee, can refrain 
From ecftacy at what thou doft contain ? 
Since dwells within thee innocence and love, 
Who can fuch pleafing fecret thoughts remove, 
Where virtue, beauty, health, and love refide, } 
Religious fprings of ail that’s good befide? 


JUVENIS. 

















*] 


Honiton, March 9, 1784. 
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